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BATTLE OF THE GREEKS
San Jose State University hosted Author 
Cristina Garcia, former bureau chief for 
TIME magazine for a book signing session 
on Tuesday. 
Garcia has written six novels and has won 
numerous awards, including the Whiting 
Writers Award, a Guggenheim Fellowship, 
a Hodder Fellowship and the Northern 
California Book Award.
At the book signing, Garcia read from her 
books “King of Cuba” and “Berliners 
Who” on Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Library. “King 
of Cuba” is a collection of personal 
experiences and research about the 
political figure Fidel Castro and the 
fictional characterization of the Cuban 
president through her own writing. 
Garcia read from a collection of titles from 
this novel including “El Comandante” and 
“Galapagos.” She read each with diff erent 
voices, and said the book consists of 30 to 40 
voices in total.
“Berliners Who” is based on her stay in 
Berlin during 2013, where she encountered 
people and places that ended up being 
the subject of her writing, the “city itself.” 
She discussed the voices, sketches and 
conversations that inspired her writing 
during this time. Her story about Horace, 
titled “Dance Craze” details the challenge 
in making a dance with no suggestive 
movement and the personal development 
between two dancers.
Garcia is currently teaching a fi ction 
workshop at San Jose State University. 
She has been a visiting professor or a 
distinguished writer at numerous colleges. 
She is teaching a graduate school course at 
SJSU as the Connie L. Lurie Distinguished 
Visiting Author-in-Residence.
She said “being a big reader and keeping a 
diary into her teens and so on” inspired her 
to begin writing. 
Th e subject of her writing, specifi cally about 
the infl uences of the Cuban revolution that 
divided her family and her personal connection 
to some of the people involved in the Bay of 
Pigs, would continue to create situational 
human fallout as context for her writing.
By James Kim
Staff writer
Center for Literary 
Arts Hosts author
BOOK PAGE 2
Senior behavioral science major Reyna Manzo (right), freshman 
RTVF major Chalen Broom (middle) and sophmore biology systems 
physiology major Paxton Lozano (left) participate in a game of tug-
of-war as part of Kappa Deltaʼs “Pump Up Day” at the Tower Lawn 
Wednesday evening. 
Kavin Mistry | Spartan  Daily
SPRING FORWARD
4 tips for a smooth seasonal change
WORK WITH 
YOUR TIME
On Saturday, March 
12, set your clock 
an hour ahead so 
you have the whole 
day to adjust and 
by the time night 
falls, you wil auto-
matically go to bed 
an hour early. Also, 
sleep 15 minutes 
earlier than usual. 
You’ll thank your-
self in the morning. 
7,3
Stop 
aimless 
scrolling
At least an hour 
before you go to 
bed, put your phone 
away, stay away 
from mindless 
scrolling while lying 
in bed and stay 
away from those 
awful screen glares. 
Also, put your lap-
tops away, resist the 
QHWˊL[WHPSWDWLRQV
You’ve got this. 
7,3
STAY SAFE 
ON ROADS
Research has shown 
the Monday after the 
spring time change 
is more dangerous 
for drivers relative 
to other Mondays 
through the year. 
It’s smart to avoid 
rush hour on Mon-
day morning when 
URDGVZLOOEHˉOOHG
with sleep-deprived 
people running late 
for work or school. 
7,3
REFRESH 
YOUR 
WORKOUT
,IH[HUFLVHUHOD[HV
\RXWKHH[WUDKRXU
of evening light 
you get in gives you 
more opportunity to 
JHWRXWVLGHWRH[HU-
cise. Just remember 
to keep at least a 
three-hour window 
between your sweat 
session and bedtime 
so you have plenty of 
time to wind down.
7,3
0$5&+SoFA Market satisfies 
seekers of flavor 
FOOD PAGE 3
Th e South of First Area (SoFA) 
District is a buzzing hub of rich 
history and culture, eclectic art 
and excellent culinary delights. 
Th e atmosphere is bright and energizes 
downtown’s nightlife with events that range 
from the weekly Open Mic Nights at Caff e 
Frascati, the monthly South First Friday and 
special events that storefronts host like SJ 
Winter Jazzfest at Cafe Stritch and Cinequest 
VIP Soirees at Th e Continental.
Th e SoFA Market has been open for just 
over two years and sits just three blocks 
from San Jose State, boasting tasty cuisine 
selections like craft  burgers, vegetarian juice 
smoothies, original poke-bowls and unique 
cocktails. 
Th e fl avor bazaar caters to employees 
on lunch, students and downtown-goers 
looking for an exclusive experience. 
Konjoe Tei is a ramen shop located in the 
market that resembles a cultural fusion of 
old and modern Japan. (It’s sister restaurant, 
Konjoe Burger Bar, is located in San Pedro 
Square Market.) 
Th e name can be literally translated to 
“willpower restaurant” and the dishes are 
prepared embodying this ideology. 
I sat at the bar which faces the open kitchen, 
much like an authentic Japanese “ramen-ya” 
(ramen restaurant). 
Since I like my noodles thick, I ordered 
the “Inaniwa Udon” and upon receiving my 
order, I was immediately overwhelmed by an 
enticing aroma that came from the “dashi” 
(soup broth). 
My bowl was pieced together with 
dedication: a half, semi-boiled egg fl oated 
with crispy tempura bits, “menba” bamboo 
shoots, a slice of pork belly and fresh 
scallions; the dish receives a defi nite plus for 
making my mouth water with the elegant 
display and rich aroma.
Th e broth was deep and complex, and 
paired extremely well with the main aspect 
of the dish: full-bodied, heavy udon noodles. 
Th e fatty pork belly melted in my mouth, 
soaked with the rest of the seasoning in my 
bowl. “Kombu” (shredded seaweed) that sat 
at the bottom of the bowl with the noodles, 
provided a rough texture, adding even more 
complexity to each bite. 
Aft er happily slurping my noodles and 
fi nishing the savory meat and succulent 
egg, I lift ed the bowl to my mouth, and the 
scallions and tempura bits funneled in, 
reinforcing the richness of the broth.
While the meal was certainly fi lling and 
satisfying, I would not mind enjoying it with 
a beer or some cold sake during my next trip. 
Unfortunately, I’m currently on a budget, 
and my wallet would have been less fi lled—I 
ordered the cheapest noodle bowl which was 
RAMEN
Imran Najam | Spartan  Daily
Konjoe-Tei serves authentic, full-bodied noodle dishes, 
like the “Inaniwa Udon” that is too alluring to pass on.
Infographic by  Vasuki Rao
Clever engineering creates 
reverberating circle effect
Imagine standing in place where you could 
hear your own voice echo without anyone 
else being able to hear it in the same way.
Th e John Carlos and Tommie Smith statues 
are not the only interesting part of the grassy 
area in front of Clark Hall, it’s also home to 
an echo circle about 100 feet from the statues.
If you stand between the round planter 
boxes in front of the building and speak, you 
can hear your own voice echo. Th is eff ect 
is created when your voice bounces off  a 
curved surface. 
“I had no idea. I always thought it was just 
a place to sit, or its purpose was to serve as 
a stage,” said Angelina Lara, junior chemical 
engineering major. “I saw a folklorico group 
perform there once, same goes to it being 
used as a place to set up an information 
table/booth.”
Th e echo eff ect is not something that can 
be noticed by anyone walking past it. In 
order to feel the full eff ect of your own voice, 
the observer must stand in the center circle 
and begin speaking.
Th e circle is in the middle of two equally-
sized planter boxes that are each a quarter 
of a circle in length which lay directly across 
from one another.
Th e speech is then transmitted through the 
integrally-designed lines in the ground to 
the base of the planter and reverberated back 
to the person standing in the center.
“I think it’s pretty cool to have something 
like that on our campus,” said Kshama 
Parikh, sophomore computer engineering 
major. “It brings some liveliness to it. It 
might represent something small in the area 
or culture of the city being powerful as it is 
By Imran Najam
Staff writer
By Kavin Mistry
Executive producer
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CAMPUS QUIRK
BOOK SIGNING
NEWS2 Thursday, September 3, 2015
From March 14 to May 4, 
expect increased traffic f low 
due to partial roadway closures 
down Seventh Street between 
The Bricks, the Seventh Street 
garage and the approaching 
stretch of the street that leads 
to the entrance of the Seventh 
Street garage. 
During this period the City 
of San Jose will install a new 
sanitary sewer line.
Only one traffi  c lane will 
remain open on San Salvador 
between 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. No 
vehicular parking or drop-off s 
will be allowed on Seventh. 
Th e exit from the garage onto 
seventh street will also be closed. 
Traffi  c will be redirected to the 
west side exit of the garage on to 
San Salvador by a traffi  c control 
staff  member.
Announcement of the expected 
closures was sent out to students 
and faculty via email March 9 
and posted to the Administration 
and Finance division of the San 
Jose State University website.
“I think they should not close 
seventh street … this will be an 
inconvenience a lot of students,” 
said Adriana Priego, junior 
liberal studies major.
Th e closures are in preparation for 
the new Student Recreation Aquatic 
Center, estimated to cost $130 
million. Th e project site is located 
at the southeast corner of Seventh 
Street and San Carlos, across from 
the existing Event Center.
“It’s going to be super 
congested,” said junior Nathanal 
Yang, nutritional science major. 
“I usually get here at seven in the 
morning. I assume everybody is 
going to have to leave earlier.”
According to the SJSU Housing 
website, Hoover Hall and Royce 
Hall will be closed during the 
Fall semester. Washburn will be 
the only dormitorium left  of the 
original three. 
Cathy Busalacchi, executive 
director of the Student Union, 
said the proposed project will 
have an additional gymnasium, 
a rock climbing wall and 
competition and recreation pools 
with support spaces. 
Th e project is still in the 
planning phase with construction 
of the Student Recreation Aquatic 
Center estimated to occur from 
Aug. 2016 to Dec. 2018.
By Justin Tonel
Staff writer 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016Thur , r  3, 4 NEW  2Thursday, March 10, 2016
BOOK from page 1
Liza Alvarez (right), a library information science major, gets her copy of “Light of Cuba” signed by the 
author Cristina Garcia (left) at her book signing in the Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
James Kim Spartan Daily
Garcia said, Cuba is considered to be 
approaching a change after more than half a 
century. “There is anticipation in Cuba that 
real change might actually happen this time,” 
said Cristina Garcia about her culture in its 
modern form. 
More about individual works are posted on 
her website, as her future appearances and 
readings, alongside some interviews.
Cathleen Miller, the director of Center for 
Literary Arts, introduced Garcia and said her 
book signing was significant and timely because 
it coincided with International Women’s Day.
Liza Alvarez, library information sciences 
major, who also works at the library in Alum 
Rock said that she read one of the author’s 
books several years ago and is “excited to read 
the new ones.” Alvarez and other attendees 
were able to get their books signed by Garcia at 
the end of the event. 
Follow James on Twitter
 @jdkim38
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LOOKING FOR 
A PLACE THAT 
SPECIALIZES IN 
ACUPUNCTURE, 
CUPPING
OR CHINESE 
HERBS?
Look no further then 
LW Clinic Group, Inc. 
We offer many 
different treatments 
to help a variety of 
medical needs, and 
we accept all medical 
insurance. Give us a 
call today!
We Speak Chinese
28 S Abbott Ave 
Milpitas, CA 95035 
(408) 719-1234
www.lwclinicgroup.com
We Offer
Acupuncture
Acupressure Full 
Body Massage 
Cupping Pain
 Management 
Moxa
We Relieve
Low Back Pain / 
Sciatica
Shoulder / Neck 
Pain Headache / 
Migraines Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome
Tennis Elbow Ar-
thritis Insomnia
And Many Other 
Conditions
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Heavy traﬃ  c coming to Seventh Street garage
right now.”
There are a lot of campus quirks around 
San Jose State, but the echo circle is the 
easiest to pass up and not know it exists.
Ricardo Gouveia, the creator of the 
Tommie Smith and John Carlos statues, 
said he had no part in the creation of 
the echo circle; in fact, he didn’t know 
it existed.
“I think it was super cool that the 
campus had some unique landmarks 
built in it, especially being a freshman at 
the time,” said Melissa Medeiros, senior 
business fi nance major. “It made me even 
more amazed by the campus architecture 
around me. I knew this specifi c campus 
was years old, so this must have been 
something made before any of our 
technology or tools we have now.”
While the existence of the circle’s eff ect 
is not as pertinent as the statues’, it sits in 
front of, Medeiros said during her freshman 
orientation, her leader told their group 
about the circle and let them all try it.
“I didn’t know about it,” Parikh said. 
“I’ve passed by it every single day for the 
past two years and I never thought twice 
about it.”
All three students said even something 
as simple as an echo effect in an area 
where people can sit and relax helps 
give the school character and makes 
them wonder what other mysteries SJSU 
might hold.
“Something like this, I’m sure it had 
to have been built on purpose by the 
builders of the campus,” Medeiros said. 
“It is too complicated of a thing to be done 
by accident, but if it was an accident, that 
was one hell of an accident.”
Lara said she wants to show her friends 
the circle because she is sure that it will 
shock them, that something so simple 
which they pass by every day can be so 
interesting.
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Dancing around the 
war in Afghanistan
Aside from the 
mildly off ensive 
cultural jokes 
and subtle rape 
innuendos, “Whiskey Tango Foxtrot” 
reminds audiences of the “forgotten 
war”— as the characters referred to it— 
in this dark comedy. 
Based on Kim Barker’s memoir “Th e 
Taliban Shuffl  e,” this movie follows Tina 
Fey’s character Kim through her four year 
journey as an embedded journalist from 
2003 to 2006 during the war in Afghanistan.
Kim, who initially takes the job abroad 
because she needs a change in her 
monotonous life, turns into a war junkie 
who is jumping out of jeeps in the middle 
of crossfi re to get footage. Not cliche at all. 
Over the four years that the movie 
takes place, Kim goes from an uncertain, 
terrifi ed copyeditor to an internationally 
acclaimed war reporter. She sheds her 
life back home as she ingrains herself in 
the Afghan culture. Th rough the ups and 
downs she faces with her network and the 
relationships she’s maintained in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Kim thrives and survives.
Th e movie ends with a miniscule subplot 
unfolding and resolving, just as any Tina 
Fey movie would. 
Th is is a movie about war, yet it’s not a 
war movie. Nobody dies in combat and the 
only real death the audience sees is when 
it’s too late in the fi lm and is unnecessarily 
gory and utterly useless.
“I thought we were going to see a comedy,” 
movie-goer Morina Michael said. 
Although Michael said she didn’t think 
the fi lm was “too bad” it defi nitely wasn’t 
what she expected. While the fi lm’s trailer 
advertised it as a comedy, and it had some 
humorous one-liners, ultimately the movie 
is not funny.
“I don’t think movies about wars should 
be funny,” Michael said. “Th ey show people 
getting blown up at one point. Why am I 
laughing when stuff  like that is going on?”
According to Penguin Random House, 
the book in which the fi lm is adapted is, 
“darkly comic.” 
Th is fi lm was created with very little 
regard or respect to Middle Eastern 
culture, especially when Fey’s character 
describes the burkas women wear as an 
“IKEA bag.”
While this comment along with 
other culturally and racially insensitive 
comments were relevant to the original 
story and couldn’t be avoided, there is 
more the fi lmmakers could have done to 
pay tribute to Middle Eastern characters 
they were depicting.
Not surprisingly, the two more 
prominent Afghan characters were 
depicted by white men.
Th is kind of controversy isn’t new to 
Hollywood considering the criticism 
fi lmmakers received aft er casting Christian 
Bale as an Egyptian man in “Exodus: Gods 
and Kings” but it was something to learn 
from, which “Whiskey Tango Foxtrot” 
fi lmmakers clearly did not. 
One of the better aspects of the fi lm is its 
depiction of embedded journalism, which 
is what the trailers advertised.
Although the fi lm is based on Kim, it 
doesn’t focus on a main plot but rather 
relies on multiple sub-plots such as a love 
story, a wounded soldier, a sleazy politician, 
backstabbing colleagues, women’s issues 
and a kidnapping. 
Regardless, these sub-plots are relevant to 
the fi lm but they were so underdeveloped 
that their impact was hindered. Th is is 
another aspect of how staying true to the 
original story aff ected the reception of the 
fi lm. It is also extremely evident that the 
fi lmmakers were trying to fi t four years 
worth of content into two hours. 
Overall, the movie sheds expansive 
light on life as a war reporter and keeps 
the audience enthralled through some 
comedic relief during a time of despair.
Rain washes away Candy and Chrome show
While Saturday saw plenty of rain, which 
was good news for the drought, it was not as 
positive for the Candy and Chrome car show.
Movimiento de Arte y Cultura Latino 
Americana (MACLA), an arts museum, 
hosted a lowrider car show, to promote 
their “Custom Lives: Rasquache 
Renaissance” exhibit and the premiere 
for “’57 Chevy,” a play that MACLA is 
showing starting next week.
Despite having a decent turnout of 
visitors considering the weather, only a few 
cars showed up for the  “Candy & Chrome 
Car Show.” Of those, a handful of the cars 
were lowriders. Scattered around were a 
couple of food trucks for the crowds.
“Unfortunately, we didn’t have a lot of cars 
because it was raining, and we expected 
it, so we moved the party indoors,” said 
Marcos Gaitan, the show curator. “So we’ll 
just probably have to do this again for the 
gallery, minus the rain.”
The show featured a handful of cars 
outside the museum, but few were 
willing to take their nice show cars out 
in the rain.
Andre Jimenez, a car show attendee, 
brought his bright red 1961 Chevrolet Impala, 
one of the only lowriders to the car show.
“My car got washed very well,” Jimenez 
said. “Too bad there was rain; this setup 
would’ve been perfect for today, I still 
came out to support the artists and the 
people who spend time to get this event set 
up, so it’s an honor to come out and help 
the cause.”
Alex Gamboa, President of the Cadillac 
Kings San Jose chapter, brought his daily 
driver 1984 Cadillac instead of his 1968 
Cadillac lowrider, due to the poor weather.
“I got my fi rst taste of lowriding probably 
in the late ‘70s, and I’ve kind of kept up 
with it ever since,” Gamboa said.
Even though there were few cars in front 
of the exhibit, there was a small crowd 
enjoying them as well as the open exhibit 
behind the cars.
“Th e car show is also in conjunction with 
the art exhibit ‘Rasquache Renaissance,’ 
Gaitan said. ‘Rasquache’ was an old 
Mexican Chicano word (that means) 
building something out of nothing.”
MACLA’s exhibit was open to the public, 
which also kept the visitors dry. Th e exhibit 
featured various art works that ranged 
from paintings to sculptures in regards to 
customization in the artist’s lives.
Th e exhibit had a wall featuring car 
wheels mounted on a wall, a few paintings, 
at least one made by Gaitan as well as a 
small interactive piece where visitors could 
put a post-it note on the wall saying what 
they customize in their lives.
Th e most eye-catching pieces of the 
exhibit were the lowrider bicycles, each 
of which had its own shape, design and 
unique attention to detail.
 Th ere were also a couple of vendors 
in the exhibit, one of which was selling 
lowrider bike parts.
While the car show was underwhelming 
due to the lack of cars and rain, there was 
still plenty to see.
By Rebecca Pirayou
Staff writer
By Tyler Kittle
Staff writer
Tyler Kittle | Spartan Daily
Andre Jimenezʼs 1961 Impala was one of the few lowriders to come to the 
car show, due to the bad weather.
$10, and the cheapest sake is $11 for a 
bottle. (I also wouldn’t go to class aft er 
that.) Th e energetic employees seemed 
committed to providing fantastic service 
and great eats.
Konjei-Tei is “pretty good approved” and 
receives a 3.5 out of 5.
ICE CREAM 
Food for me is always a spiritual journey, 
one that I’m willing to risk many things 
for, including my constitution. If it means 
putting myself on the “gutting” edge, then 
so be it. Th is is my relationship with ice 
cream and other dairy sweets, because I 
am lactose-intolerant.  
Milk & Wood is an aptly named ice 
cream bar that off ers a variety of wonderful 
fl avors fi lled with delicious ingredients for 
dessert lovers to enjoy. 
Customers have complete control to 
customize their choice with unlimited 
toppings including white chocolate, 
chopped mini-pretzels, crushed 
Butterfi ngers and nuts. 
In fact, the server drizzles the chocolate 
over the bar and then re-drizzles it again 
aft er applying the toppings, forming an 
exquisite shell. 
While others might enjoy this, I found 
the toppings to detract from the fl avor of 
my ice cream. Th e sweet white chocolate 
obscured the creamy green tea fl avor, but 
that is entirely on me for attempting to 
create that pairing. 
“Green tea with Kit-Kat” was slightly 
misleading though, because I half-
expected the special edition Japanese 
green tea-fl avored Kit-Kat to be sitting in 
the center of the bar rather than a normal 
one—but this was another fl ub on my 
part. As for the taste itself, it was hard to 
appreciate the light green tea fl avor, again 
because of the chocolate Kit-Kat in the 
center overpowered it.
I also sampled “Black Sesame with Oreo,” 
“Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup” and “Cookies 
and Cream,” all with toppings and “Coff ee 
with Chocolate Chips” without toppings.
I highly recommend eating your bar 
plain. You’ll save a dollar and only have to 
pay $4 for your treat.
Milk & Wood is “pretty good approved” 
and receives a 3 out of 5.
REVIEW
Follow Rebecca on Twitter @chubecca17
Follow Tyler on Twitter @TylerKittle426
Follow Imran on Twitter @LlamaEats
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Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
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SJSU 
International House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now!  
http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570
Classifieds
ACROSS
 ́ Dog tag datum
 ́ Sanctiﬁed (var.)
Summon a genie, 
in a way
French wine 
region
4:1, e.g.
Metal-in-the-raw
Occurs
 Like a burning 
candle
 20 Bog
Sound of impact
 23 Clad
Cause of concern 
at the polls
One of the friends 
on “Friends”
 28 Altogether
 30 Does some 
tailoring
Condescending 
one
 32 Furry household 
member
Bank offering,  
for short
Sgts., e.g.
 38 Type of lab
 The Tigers, on 
scoreboards
Birdlike
Accomplishment
Pieces for eight
Cascades peak
Noisy toy
Hunter, to the prey
 Broadcasting
Old Turkish coins
Fleur-de-___
Focus on 
satisfaction
Columbus Day 
mo.
 University in 
Beaumont, Texas
“Falstaff” 
composer Edward
“Comprende?”
Bullpen sound
Shortsighted one
DOWN
 ́ Mythical monster
 ́  First name in 
comedy?
 ́  ___ de plume
 ́ Adversaries
 ́ Soak up again
 ́  Like some humor
 ́ Pool exercises
 ́  Flight data, brieﬂy
 ́   “___ boom bah!”
Drunkards
Slatted furniture 
item
Bathsheba’s ﬁrst 
husband
Legendary TV 
actress White
Birch or banyan
 22 Butter unit
 23 Ladybug’s snack
“So ___!”
Sauce ingredient, 
sometimes
Molecular bit
 28 Ancient Peruvians
 Twelve, half of the 
time
Agitated state
 33 Related maternally
Golden Horde 
member
 Innately gifted 
ones
Kitchen appliance
One way to be 
accused
Certain special 
effect, in movies
Short stride
Globetrotter’s 
home
Some shirts
Chilled
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ʻOﬀ  the Wallʼ still 
relevant in 2016
On Feb. 26, Michael 
Jackson’s estate teamed up 
with Sony Legacy Records to 
reissue his album “Off  the Wall.” Originally 
released in 1979, the LP stood as a swan 
song for the then-fl agging disco era. 
It incorporated the genre’s most infectious 
qualities while also pushing the boundaries 
of what was expected from a disco record.
Th e album was the then 21-year-old’s fi rst 
chance to break away from his childhood 
stardom. Although, in the end, his 
unconventional childhood left  him with 
problems that proved to be unshakeable. 
“Off  the Wall” was also the fi rst in a 
line of three albums produced by Quincy 
Jones. Not the least of which was “Th riller,” 
which has gone down as the greatest selling 
album of all time, according to Billboard.
Album highlights include “Working 
Day in Night,” “Rock With You” and 
“Girlfriend.” Th e latter was penned by 
Paul McCartney as the fi rst in a number of 
fruitful collaborations.  
Th is is one of those albums where even 
if you’ve never heard the title, listening 
through it surprises you with how familiar 
many songs sound.
Th e album opens with “Don’t Stop Till’ 
You Get Enough,” Jackson’s fi rst solo stint 
at songwriting. 
Jackson’s delivery on this song, able to 
be traced to the present day in the form 
of Pharrell’s “falsetto only” approach to 
singing, was used since Th e Neptunes in 
the early 2000’s.
“She’s Out of My Life” ranks as one of 
the most emotive performances Jackson 
delivered on record: it’s to the point where 
the fi nal verse is punctuated by his voice 
partially cracking. 
Bruno Mars owes his entire artistic 
rigamarole to Jackson, fedora and all. 
Jackson counted numerous greats as 
his inf luences, including James Brown, 
Duke Ellington and Marvin Gaye. 
However Jackson’s own progeny number 
in the hundreds. 
Songs like “Rock With You,” with its 
soaring vocals, come to mind when 
hearing Th e Weeknd’s voice. 
Th e infl uence is especially apparent now 
that Th e Weeknd seems to have leaned 
into pop wholeheartedly with dancier 
tracks like “I Can’t Feel My Face.”
Th ough he initially acknowledged the 
infl uence back in 2011 by beautifully 
covering “Dirty Diana” on the last of his 
trilogy of mixtapes.
Even Beyonce paid tribute to the late 
Jackson during her Super Bowl 50 Halft ime 
Show performance with her wardrobe 
choice. She told Extratv that her wardrobe 
choice was an homage to Jackson’s 1993 
halft ime performance when she said, “It’s 
the 50th anniversary, so I gave love to my 
favorite performer.”  
Before all of his personal issues were made 
public and the messed up persona Jackson 
came to light, he had an untarnished 
masterful run as an entertainer.
“Off  the Wall” marked the beginning of 
that run. It showed a young man grasping 
for where the greats before him had left  off . 
He actually reached it, and as a result, his 
infl uence can be felt even now, seven years 
aft er his death.
 According to Pitchfork, Spike Lee also 
worked on a short documentary for the 
album featuring celebrities discussing “Off  
the Wall” and its infl uence on them. 
Th e album reissue comes packaged with 
the documentary and is out now. If you’ve 
heard it before, this is a perfect chance to 
revisit the album. If you haven’t heard it, 
now is the time to fi x that.
By Yousif Kassab
Staff writer
Follow Yousif on Twitter @youuuusif
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“Dependent’s Day” 
is a breath of fresh 
air to the romantic 
comedy genre and 
almost every millennial’s nightmare.
The film f lips gender stereotypes 
where men are inferior to women, 
often jobless or having an extremely 
low income whereas women make 
more money and ultimately have the 
most control.
Benita Robledo and Joe Burke 
respectively play the main protagonists, 
Alice and Cam, and give stellar 
performances that smack millennials 
back to reality.
“Dependent’s Day” begins with an 
unmarried couple, Alice (Robledo) 
and Cam (Burke), meeting an 
accountant who emphasizes that Cam 
makes significantly less money than 
Alice, going so far as to claim him as 
an independent on her taxes as if he 
were her child, setting the theme for 
the movie.
The women are the main 
source of income while the men 
stay at home and take care of 
the children. 
Th is relationship is between a 
realistic woman and an idealistic 
man. Even though Alice enjoys her 
job in the fashion industry, she limits 
herself creatively so she can have the life 
where she is the breadwinner. Meanwhile, 
Cam, the struggling actor, believes that he 
will eventually get his big break.
However, it seems Cam cannot catch 
a break. He goes to what he thinks are 
auditions; when in reality, he’s getting 
interviewed to be a babysitter while his 
girlfriend is making six fi gures in the 
fashion industry. 
“If you just book that one job or get 
that one job, everything will be fi ne 
… you cling onto that one year aft er 
another and time passes by and it’s not 
happening,” Burke said. “I think it’s 
denial, you kind of block out the reality 
of the situation.” 
Cam gets to the breaking point when 
he realizes he just needs a job.
Th is is where we meet Lisa Ann 
Walter, the actress who plays Bette, 
who ultimately off ers a solution to Cam 
and Alice’s relationship by creating the 
most confl ict.
Alice gets Cam a job as a secretary 
where she works; however, Bette, Alice’s 
boss, sexually harrasses Cam and later 
denies it, ultimately fi ring Cam and 
Alice and leading them to break up.
Bette is confused as to why an 
attractive, successful woman like Alice 
would go for someone like Cam who 
is not so attractive and doesn’t have a 
stable job. She asks, “What is so special 
about him that she would go aft er him?”
Director Michael Lynch, whose 
direction is key to understanding 
the story, makes it a point to have 
every single woman who utters a 
word in the film as superior and has 
a dominant personality.  
“It’s good to not just have one strong 
female character like Alice, but to have 
a strong character like her mother,” 
Lynch said. “It’s very important to have 
strong female characters throughout 
the fi lm.”
Th e audience meets Alice’s mother 
who constantly, yet subtly, points out 
the small things that Alice does wrong. 
Her mother is also the breadwinner 
in the relationship with her husband, 
refl ecting Alice and Cam’s relationship. 
Like mother, like daughter.  
Her parents’ surprise visit comes at 
an awkward time for the couple since 
Cam just got Alice fi red from the job 
she loved and the couple has broken up, 
putting on a charade.
Cam’s character arc becomes clear at 
an open-mic night during a personal 
monologue that he performs on stage, 
resembling the infamous “10 Th ings I 
Hate About You” sonnet.
The film’s resolution is just like 
Alice and Cam’s relationship: realistic 
and idealistic.
Th e couple gets back together at a 
point where Cam has a job and so does 
Alice, still making more than him.
“Th ey have their diff erences,” Burke 
said. “Th ey understand their diff erences 
between their lives, maybe they can fi nd 
more of a balance.”
“Dependent’s Day” is screening at 
the Cinequest Film Festival on Friday, 
March 11 at 5 p.m.
It was 19 years ago on a regular 
Th ursday, when 3,000 people all 
over Phoenix, Arizona stood outside 
their homes with their heads tilted 
looking toward the sky at a huge 
“V”-shaped formation, moving 
slowly and quietly towards the east. 
Th is incident that took place on 
March 13, 1997 is offi  cially known as 
Th e Phoenix Lights which inspired 
the science fi ction movie “Th e 
Phoenix Incident.” It was shown for 
the fi rst time in California theaters 
on Friday night at the 2016 Cinequest 
Film Festival. 
Director Keith Arem, an Arizona 
native who moved to California to 
get a degree in audio engineering, 
has always been fascinated with 
the idea of outer space and the 
possibility of intelligent life that 
lays beyond our planet. 
Unfortunately, that night, Arem 
was at Tucson visiting his parents 
and missed the sightings. However, 
Arem said that seeing things in 
the sky of Arizona isn’t something 
unusual because of the military 
presence. 
For 20 years, Arem has produced, 
directed and engineered over 600 
commercial releases that extends to 
diff erent kinds of franchises with the 
most notable being the video games 
“Call of Duty” series and “Titanfall” 
and movies “Lord of Th e Rings” and 
“X-Men,” among many others. 
In order to make the games he 
worked on as realistic as possible, 
Arem used to meet with military 
consultants that would provide him 
with factual data and information. 
Being aware that Arem was from 
Arizona, once they were done 
discussing, off  the record, the 
military consultants would ask him 
if he knew what really happened that 
night in Phoenix. 
Th ey would then share their stories 
and this perked Arem’s already 
existing fascination over the subject 
matter and science fi ction. 
Th is feature length fi lm, although 
categorized as science fi ction, is 
shown in the style of a documentary. 
“We didn’t want the audience 
to think we’re trying to create a 
disinformation campaign,” Arem said. 
“We’re not making fun of this, we’re 
not trying to say because we’re doing 
a science fi ction fi lm, we’re distorting 
the truth but we’re incorporating all 
this eyewitness accounts into what we 
think happened.”
When the Phoenix Lights took 
place, several conspiracy theories 
surrounded the incident and also 
arguably led to one of the biggest mass 
suicide in the U.S., the Heaven’s Gate. 
“Th e main military cover-up was 
claiming these lights were just 
fl ares,” Arem said. “But there’s too 
much evidence to say that these 
fl ares that usually only last for about 
2-5 minutes, could somehow stay 
airborne in formation for hours.”
Although the documentary does 
not live in found-footage land, it is 
mostly shot in a handheld camera 
style, similar to the way “Th e Blair 
Witch Project” was shot.
“I wanted to reinvent the found-
footage genre because I feel that over 
the past 20 years since ‘Blair Witch,’ 
the genre has become a little stale and 
I wanted to inject a new opportunity 
especially for a small fi lm size,” 
Arem said. “Th at’s why we took this 
interesting approach of a hybrid 
of a documentary, incorporating 
military footage, civilian eyewitness 
accounts and actual footage.”
Arem considers himself a healthy 
skeptic who needs evidence and 
proof to believe in something. He 
believes it is impossible for human 
beings to be alone in a universe.
“Whether or not we’ve been visited 
by fl ying sauces is up for debate,” 
Arem said. “But the real point is I want 
people to question what they believe, 
what we’re told, how we digest media 
and make a decision of what may have 
happened that night.” 
Th e next showing of “Th e Phoenix 
Incident” is on March 11 at Camera 
12 Cinema at 12:15 p.m. 
Keith Arem, the 
healthy skeptic 
ʻDependentʼs Dayʼ
a millennialʼs 
mid-life crisis
Photo courtesy of Michael Dawson
The cast of “Dependentʼs Day” poses for pictures at the 2016 Cinequest 
Film Festival in San Jose, on March 5.  
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The American dream faces harsh new truth 
The American dream is dead.
Let’s take a moment to ref lect on this. 
Without a doubt, the American dream was a cru-
cial thread in this country because of the belief that 
everyone has equal opportunity, but in fact, there are 
large groups of people that consider this dream unfair 
because the opportunities are just not there. 
Equal opportunity is only an ideal, not a reality.
Only the wealthiest citizens can reach the American 
dream, leaving everyone else in the dust. 
According to a CNN and Opinion Research Poll in 
June 2014, 59 percent of Americans said the American 
dream has become impossible to achieve.
In recent years, many Latinos from Mexico, Central 
America and South America decided 
to immigrate to the United States 
in hopes of achieving a better life 
for their families and the American 
dream, whether legally or illegally.
Yet, what they do not realize is that 
they have a long journey before they 
can ever achieve the so-called Ameri-
can dream. 
According to “The American dream 
and Latino Immigrants,” a thesis 
written by Jessica Del Cid, wealthy 
American citizens are more certain 
of achieving some portion of the so-
called American dream yet this is not the same for La-
tino families. 
As a Mexican-American student, I have come to real-
ize that the American dream is merely an illusion for 
Latino immigrant families.
My father, Juan Carlos, sacrifices family time in 
order to pay for the family necessities, including 
rent, food, transportation and even my tuition.  My 
father said, “Working three jobs sucks, but knowing 
that I am able to provide for my family is much more 
important. Watching my children make something of 
themselves by going to college, getting a good job and 
just, overall, being able to have the opportunities that 
I didn’t have is much more rewarding.”
Th e United States has opened doors for illegal immi-
grants to go to school under the Dream Act; however, if 
we think about it carefully, once these students graduate 
and start looking for job sin the real world, what good 
is the degree if nearly all good jobs require citizenship? 
In other words, the opportunities are just not there and 
unfair to those who want to contribute to the 
economy and make something out of them-
selves in America.
“It is hard to live in America as an undoc-
umented immigrant,” said Carlos Marti-
nez, a Mexican immigrant. “I came here 
for a better life just like 
I always heard and saw 
on TV about the Ameri-
can dream and lifestyle, but I 
cannot even fi nd a decent job and 
I will never be able to reach this be-
cause the opportunities are just not 
available for me.”
You may say that the American 
dream is defined as people who work 
hard and are able to get ahead, but as 
an American citizen with immigrant 
parents, I see their struggles first 
hand of constantly working hard and 
trying to reach the American dream. This goal is virtu-
ally unreachable without citizenship.
For instance, back in the day when a lot of Ameri-
cans pursued the American dream, the cost of living, 
tuition and having a steady job was easier and cheaper. 
Now, it is much more diffi  cult to live in a nice and safe 
neighborhood, tuition has skyrocketed in cost which 
means those who can aff ord a higher education have a 
greater chance of success, and due to budget cuts and 
Follow Samantha on Twitter 
@sammiespartan
layoff s, citizens are unable to obtain a good job, accord-
ing to the Public Policy Institute of California. 
From 2004 to 2013, the average tuition at UC and CSU 
more than doubled from around $4,000 to more than 
$9,000, according to Public Policy Institute of California.
Also, there are no actual good jobs for immigrants 
who do not have social security; so how is that an 
equal opportunity?
Th e common denominator seems to be the bad economy.
Although I feel the American dream is dead, I do be-
lieve there are dreams that people have depending on 
your culture; in other words, there are two new 
updated versions of the American dream. 
For Latinos, it is a dream in which you can 
provide food, shelter and stability for your 
families, but for Americans, it is something 
of wealth where you have a white picket 
fence in front of your house, a boat and 
more expensive things. 
According to a recent poll from the Public 
Religion Research Institute, it shows that 55 
percent of Americans say that the American dream 
either never existed in the fi rst place or it did exist but 
does not anymore. 
I strongly believe that the American dream does not 
exist because there are no equal opportunities, which is 
why I feel the United States needs to open more doors 
for illegal immigrants to make this idea a reality.
If there were equal opportunities, the American 
dream would still exist today.
I love the United States, but we have to recognize its 
pitfalls. If we continue to let patriotism blind us, we 
will undoubtedly watch the country we love continue 
on its downward spiral due to not having equal op-
portunities for everyone.  
BY Samantha Verdugo
Staff writer
SJSUNEWS.COM/SPARTAN_DAILY
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that the American 
dream is merely an 
illusion for Latino 
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Issues that impact college students 
San Francisco just bumped the legal 
age to buy cigarettes up to 21 from 18 in 
a misguided attempt at cutting down the 
amount of underage kids smoking.
Th e city now joins Boston, the entire 
State of Hawaii and over a hundred other 
American cities with this legislation, ac-
cording to CNN.
Tobacco is the leading cause 
of preventable deaths in the 
United States according to 
the Center of Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, and 
I’m sure that’s not a huge 
shocker. It’s no wonder peo-
ple are so hot to regulate it.
But just to be clear, if you’re go-
ing to have regulation, then the age 
requirement is really arbitrary. 
Th e reality is that regulation only stops 
the absolute lowest common denominator 
from attaining cigarettes at an illegal age. 
All one needs is two brain cells and some 
motivation to ask an older person to buy a 
pack for them. 
Th e worst part is despite all of those 
signs that tell you it’s illegal to buy ciga-
rettes for underage kids, there are very 
few ways to enforce this practice.
What this new legislation does is create 
a taboo that engulfs cigarettes and any 
other kind of age-restricted substance. 
Th is applies just as much to alcohol. 
An SJSU student needs to look no 
further than their classmates and the 
pervasive self-destructive binge drink-
ing culture that some participate in. Of 
course, drinking and smoking are two 
separate acts, but regulation and the re-
sulting taboo are the same for both. 
Just to illustrate, ABC News reports that 
a third of college students have admitted 
to using tobacco in some form in the past 
four weeks.
By making these substances only slightly 
inaccessible, the regulation just makes 
kids associate them with being older or 
more mature. 
Who hasn’t fantasized about growing up 
during the early years of their life when 
time seems to creep by as slow as it pleases? 
If feeling older is just a matter of get-
ting a weakly regulated substance why 
wouldn’t you indulge in that?
It’s worth noting that the United States 
Should the smoking age be raised to 21?
Th e war on cigarette sales to those un-
der 21 has fi nally come to an end. 
Well, at least in the city of San Francis-
co, where the city’s board of supervisors 
unanimously approved raising the legal 
smoking age from 18 to 21.
Th is includes e-cigarettes, which is also 
popular with teenagers, according to 
Breathe ND, a tobacco preven-
tion and control committee. 
I think it is a great idea that 
San Francisco did this be-
cause raising the smoking 
age will remove the associa-
tions with students in high 
school, keeping people safer 
and healthier.
Smoking causes dangerous dis-
eases, like cancer and cardiovascular dis-
eases that many die from each year.
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, cigarette smok-
ing is responsible for more than 480,000 
deaths every year in the United States.
Th erefore if more cities followed suit, and 
raised the smoking age, it would allow for 
healthier and more responsible teenagers.  
Besides, everyone knows that smoking is 
not allowed on school property; therefore 
I do not see any particular importance to 
selling tobacco to 18 year olds. 
Even though cigarettes are not sold on 
campus, 18 year old high school students 
spend a good majority of their day at 
school. According to National Center 
for Education Statistics, students spend 
on average seven hours a day at school. 
Th is does not include any additional time 
devoted to extracurricular activities, like 
sports or tutoring. 
Th erefore students would be trying to 
pointlessly smoke where it is not allowed. 
On top of very obvious reasons of why 
developing children should not smoke, 
according to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, teens who smoke are more 
likely to form addictions that make them 
lifelong smokers. Because their brains 
are still developing, it makes them more 
sensitive to nicotine. 
Th e AAP also states that a person is not 
fully mature until their early ‘20s.
While you may say this will just give 
those under 21 an incentive to be re-
bellious and still try to consume these 
California State schools run more like a business than an 
actual place of education. Administration has been known 
to get paid too much and the faculty get paid too little. 
According to an American Community Survey, 31 
percent of part-time faculty in the U.S. live at or below 
the poverty line. 
SJSU kinesiology professor Dr. Vernon Andrews said 
that there has been “nearly a double” pay increase in 
highly administrative staff , while faculty have not gotten 
a raise in seven years. 
Th is has led to the California Faculty Association 
(CFA) to demand a 5 percent raise. If CSU management 
does not comply, the CFA will strike April 13-15 and 
April 18-19. 
Faculty are being treated as contingent workers or 
independent professionals. 
Contingent workers are common in less educated jobs 
like hotel maids and truck drivers, where the work is 
mostly part time, according to Th e Atlantic. 
SJSU professors hired part time must take multiple teach-
ing jobs at diff erent universities just to make ends meet. 
Teachers are some of the smartest and hardest work-
ing people in the workforce and shouldn’t have to 
hunt down other teaching jobs just to work full time, 
forcing educators with master’s degrees and Ph.D.s to 
do this is severely undervaluing their worth. 
Th e Atlantic states in “Th ere Is No Excuse for How 
Universities Treat Adjuncts” that the fact universities are 
turning their employees into part-time contractors “sug-
gests how far they have drift ed from what they say 
they were all about.”
While faculty are certainly being mistreated, 
students are ultimately the ones paying for it.
From 2002-2012, “the average loan 
debt per full-time student increased 60 
percent,” according to Brookings. Th e 
cost of college is determined by institution 
investments in companies that profi t from 
interest on student loans.
Th at means universities have zero incentive to 
cut the cost of tuition, despite student loan debt now 
outpacing car loans. Since 18 year olds do not have any 
money, they’re coerced into collecting high interest loans 
which universities are profi ting madly from. 
In addition, it’s not like tuition is getting any cheaper. 
It has nearly quadrupled in the last 35 years, according to 
the New York Times. 
Th e SJSU website says the CSU makes every eff ort to 
keep student costs to a minimum. Let’s talk about some 
of their “eff orts.”
It costs $50 to even apply to SJSU, multiply that by the 
56,000 applications SJSU received last year and they’ve 
got themselves a $2.8 million paycheck, for essentially 
not providing any sort of service. Applications are 
nonrefundable, so the 40.2 percent of students that got 
denied last year are out of luck.
A fi ve-day meal plan costs $2,250 a semester or roughly 
$30 a day. Unless you’re bulking up to look like Dwayne 
“Th e Rock” Johnson, that is way too much money. And 
if you’re a freshman living on campus, the meal plan is 
mandatory. A smart grocery shopper can live off  $50 per 
week, according to College Confi dential 
Th e Village Market is advertised on Spartan Shops as 
an “express store where students and staff  can purchase 
groceries and convenience items.”
Th eir prices are marked up tremendously though. A 
box of cereal is $6.75 and a quart of milk is $3.00. Th e 
Safeway on Second Street comparably charges $3.99 for 
cereal and $3.09 for a gallon of milk.
Th ese prices are clearly geared toward sub-
urban housewives and not students. SJSU 
has the ability to provide a convenient 
food outlet for students on campus, but 
instead they are using the Village Market 
as another venue to rip students off .
SJSU charges $310 a semester to park 
in the Seventh Street Garage. Say what you 
want about the price, but with how much of 
commuter school SJSU is, parking becomes impos-
sible in the afternoon. 
“I commute from Morgan Hill and I’ve got to get school 
before 8 a.m. just to fi nd parking for my 10 a.m. class,” 
said Aj Kim, sophomore electrical engineering major. 
“My biggest problem in the morning shouldn’t be fi nding 
parking, especially when I’m paying for it.”
Universities should also off er online classes at a dis-
counted price. 
“I’m having to take online classes because the school isn’t 
hiring enough faculty,”  said sophomore fi lm Major P.A 
Anselmo.  “I shouldn’t have to pay full tuition if half of my 
classes are online. Online classes do not off er a person-
able experience with students because there isn’t a teacher 
present, not to mention it is an easy platform for cheating 
because the Internet can be used without supervision.” 
Added up, these factors make it seem like the university 
only sees students as a conveyor belt of cash cows. Unless 
SJSU abandons its business model, it won’t be long before 
students start striking with their professors. 
SJSU puts 
profi ts before 
education 
BY Casey Geier
Staff writer
Follow Casey on Twitter 
@casey_geier
is one of very few countries that regulate 
tobacco and alcohol harshly.
Even with this legislation we still boast 
an underage smoking rate of almost 20 
percent according to the CDC.
Th e Public Health Law Center states 
that only 5 percent of the global popula-
tion is living with comprehensive national 
smoke-free legislation imposed by their 
respective countries.
 I want people pushing stricter 
regulation to think about if we 
as a country really have a 
healthier relationship with 
these substances. 
If we want to stop wast-
ing our time and get serious 
about cutting down on early 
adopters of these vices, we need 
to stop worrying about age and 
focus on taxes.
Dan Ehlke, assistant professor of 
Health Policy and Management at SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center School of 
Public Health in New York City told 
EverydayHealth that of the major regula-
tions, hiking taxes appear to have had 
the biggest impact in preventing tobac-
co-related deaths.
“It’s about hard economics and making 
hard choices when it comes to spending 
money,” Ehlke said.
Nothing puts a damper on breaking 
open a new pack like thinking about 
how much you just paid for it. Add-
ing extra cost for those who choose to 
smoke benefits all of us because others 
get to enjoy the projects the government 
is able to fund with the extra tax money.
It also serves as a deterrent for kids 
with little disposable income thinking 
who are thinking about wasting it on 
something as superf luous as tobacco. It 
may also be more of an incentive to quit 
to those already inducted into the habit. 
Th at aside, what we’re really worried 
about is the kids. You can’t tell me that 
you can fi nd a kid who would rather 
spend $10 on cigarettes rather than a new 
video game, movie tickets or whatever 
their favorite pastime may be.
harmful substances, at least there will be 
a penalty holding them accountable for 
their actions.
Cigarettes and e-cigarettes are similar to 
drinking, so both the drinking and smok-
ing ages should be kept at 21. 
If alcohol can have a limit because it’s 
dangerous and people under 21 cannot 
make responsible decisions because they 
are not fully mature, the same argument 
can be made for cigarettes. 
Hopefully this ripples across 
the rest of California, or even 
the country.
More and more Americans 
are siding with San Fran-
cisco’s new law.
New York City also banned 
the sale of tobacco and e-
cigarettes to those under 21. 
According to a study by the 
American Journal of Preventative Medi-
cine, 75 percent of Americans agreed the 
smoking age should be 21. 
Delaying the age when young people 
fi rst begin using tobacco would reduce 
the risk that they will become addicted 
tobacco users or the likelihood of them 
using illegal drugs as they get older. 
According to the Surgeon General, teen-
agers who smoke are three times more 
likely to use alcohol, eight times more 
likely to smoke marijuana, and 22 times 
more likely to use cocaine.
Smoking affects everyone, raising the 
smoking age to 21 is a perfect to protect 
others from secondhand smoke.
Tobacco users spend $96 billion in 
health care costs in the United States each 
year, according to the CDC.
Raising the minimum age in San Fran-
cisco was a great decision because this 
will reduce the access of tobacco to the 
teen community, help protect them from 
the dangers of tobacco addiction and the 
long-term health problems of tobacco use. 
Increasing the age limit to 21 will es-
sentially reduce the burden of tobacco-
related diseases and health care costs in 
the Bay Area.
BY Yousif Kassab
Staff writer
BY Samantha Verdugo
Staff writer
Age-related smoking 
regulation is not the answer
Raising the age to 21 can 
curb smoking in youth
Follow Samantha on Twitter 
@sammiespartanFollow Yousif on Twitter 
@youuuusif
Thursday, January 28, 2016Thursday, January 28, 2016Thursday, January 28, 2016    OPINION Thursday, March 10, 20168
It’s impossible to go anywhere these days without seeing 
people glued to their handheld device.
Th e development of the Internet has drastically changed 
BY Ryan Vermont
Staff writer
The Internet has completely changed our lives 
the way humans behave and go about their daily lives ever 
since its incarnation in the ‘50s.  
Unlike the past few decades, we now live in the age of the 
smartphone. Most people have phones that are liter-
ally mini computers and have the ability to con-
nect to the internet and are capable of actions 
previously impossible.
According to an article on the NASA web-
site, the smartphone today has more comput-
ing power than the computers that put Apollo 
on the moon. 
In today’s world, the convenience of the Inter-
net has made it possible to buy anything, search 
for anything or view anything with the simple click of 
a button. Th at click of a button, no longer a stationary device 
at home, resides in most people’s pockets.
According to Statista, for 2016 that the number of smart-
phone users in the United States is estimated to reach 207.2 
million, with over two billion worldwide users in total. 
From a material shopping standpoint, it’s just not worth 
the eff ort for consumers to travel to buy products from the 
store. Virtual shopping from the comfort of a home is much 
more convenient.
Th e store has simply become a way to physically see the 
diff erent products and try them out. Th en, once the buyer 
knows what they want, it’s as simple as searching it online, 
where the exact same one will show up at the same price, if 
not cheaper.
An example of online shopping supremacy is evident in 
the case of Sports Authority. As of Wednesday, March 2, it 
offi  cially fi led for bankruptcy, closing 140 stores across the 
nation. It is evident online sales played a part in the troubled 
retailer’s downfall. 
According to an article on CNNMoney, the competition 
has come from online retailers like Amazon and Fanat-
ics, as well as the online retail stores from the professional 
sports league’s offi  cial stores.
Time is valuable and there’s not much of a reason 
to go in the store when I could order it online and be 
productive elsewhere.
Speaking of time, it has become far too simple to catch 
up on news due to the power of the Internet. No matter the 
subject, from politics to sports or celebrity drama, informa-
tion is attainable via one’s device.
Subject matter aside, which may be something completely 
nonsensical or of actual importance, there’s a way to fi nd it 
out in just a few moments.
As a sports fan, it’s not even necessary to watch the games 
anymore to get the gist of the game or see the big moments. 
Th e majority of the daily news or trending information 
I read is either from Facebook, Twitter or one of the 
apps on my phone that’s been set to update as 
soon as something occurs.
 Nevertheless, I watch them anyway, but I 
know that’s not the case with everyone. 
From a consumer point of view, there’s no 
way to thank the Internet enough for how 
available it makes things. 
Th e evolution of the Internet is changing the 
way old-fashioned in-store companies conduct 
their business and will continue revolutionize the way 
people shop and gather information.
Businesses make a point to advertise their free Wi-Fi 
knowing that alone can attract customers, a win-win for 
both parties. 
In the coming future, there’s no doubt we will start 
to see companies performing other tacts with the same 
idea in mind.
In the era we live in now, people need to adapt the advanc-
ing technology, not the other way around.
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3.01 of 7.21 billion are 
active Internet users. 
The average Internet user 
spends around 4 hours and 25 
minutes using the net each 
day.
One-third of all web 
pages now served to 
mobile phones.
39 percent of all global mobile 
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‘broadband’ (i.e. 3G or 4G).
Americans on average 
spend 11+ hours a day 
on electronic media.
Follow Ryan on Twitter 
@ Your_Pal_Ryan
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Letters to the Editor must contain the au-
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signature and major. Only letters of 300 words 
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Welcome  
Students!
All you need to do is Apply, Register and Pay Fees. To see SJSU to Mission College course -to - course equivalences, go to: assist.org
   Course Section # Title Units Start Date CSU GE Area IGETC GE Area
COUNS 005 050366 Strategies For Success RQOLQH 3 3/21 E -
COUNS 012 045617 Careers & Life Styles RQOLQH 3 3/21 E -
HIST 004A 051877 Hist of Western Civilization RQOLQH 3 3/21 D 3B
MUSIC 016 050570 Survey of Rock & Pop. Music RQOLQH 3 3/21 C2 3A
NS 040 051914 Nutrition and Disease RQOLQH 2 3/21 - -
SPAN 002 046272 Second Semester Spanish 5 3/22 C2 3B
ECON 001A 045628 Macroeconomics RQOLQH 3 4/4 D 4
ECON 001B 045633 Microeconomics RQOLQH 3 4/4 D 4
PSYCH 001 046202 General Psychology RQOLQH 3 4/4 D 4
SOC 001 052428 Intro to SociologyRQOLQH 3 4/4 D 4
SOC 021 050603 Minorities U.S. 3 4/4/16 D 4
SOC 040 050602 Marriage and Family RQOLQH 3 4/4/16 D 4
Some say “third time’s the charm,” but that was not the 
case for the San Jose State men’s basketball team in its 
third game against the Colorado State Rams. Th e strug-
gling Spartans had the stage set for a shocking upset, but 
had no magic and were clobbered 80-61. Although the 
Spartans matched the Rams point-for-point in the second 
half, Colorado State’s 19-point lead at the end of the fi rst 
was too large for the Spartans to overcome.
Senior guard Princeton Onwas and senior forward 
Frank Rodgers lead SJSU with 11 points each, but com-
bined shot a measly 9 of 25 from the fi eld.
Th ree-point shooting bullied the Spartans. Colorado 
State’s 40 percent shooting torched SJSU who made just 14 
percent of its shots from long range. Sharpshooting fresh-
men forwards Cody Schwartz and Ryan Welage hit just 
two of nine from beyond the arc. 
Th is was not the way the Spartans wanted to end their 
season, but this was their best showing in the Mountain 
West Tournament. Aft er being slaughtered by 31 points 
against Boise State in the 2014 tournament, the Spartans 
were unable to play in the 2015 championships for eligi-
bility reasons.
San Jose State struggled this season and wasn’t competi-
tive in the tournament, but a core of talented freshmen of-
fers Spartan basketball some future potential. Youngsters 
Schwartz, Welage and massive guard Brandon Clarke (5-
foot-8) will lead the Spartans next season. 
Colorado State moves on and will face Boise State on 
March 10.
Th e Spartans head into the off -season with a 9-22 
record and are 18-75 since joining the Mountain West 
Conference.
MENʼS BASKETBALL Infographic by  Kavin Mistry
Information compiled by Daniel Reedy and infographic by  Kavin Mistry
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The San Jose State men’s cross-
country team achieved the Academic 
All-Mountain West accolade with a 
team GPA of 3.26 last semester. 
The Spartans were one of 12 in the 
Mountain West Conference, and one 
of 171 nationally recognized teams 
by the United States Track & Field 
Cross-Country Coaches Association. 
The men’s team ranked third, accord-
ing the Mountain West press release.
Students on the men’s team have re-
ceived individual awards for the past 
three years: the men’s team has had 
the highest overall GPA for SJSU’s 
sports teams, but this is the first time 
the team was named in a few years, 
according to Spartans cross-country 
coach Brad Wick. 
“As a coach it makes me feel good 
because we don’t have a 2.0 team 
GPA that the guys are just hanging 
on (to),” Wick said. “We have a strong 
team GPA and it brings something 
extra, some discipline to the table.” 
Even though they’ve had the highest 
GPA for men’s teams at San Jose State 
in recent years, the team made a col-
lective effort to attain this goal.
“Last year, we received the high-
est academic GPA for a men’s team 
at San Jose State and that was a 2.9,” 
said Craig Huff, sophomore com-
putational mathematics major and 
runner “(That) really doesn’t say a 
lot. So we said our goal was, again, to 
get that same accolade but for it to be 
much higher.” 
Teammates don’t necessarily study 
together due to the diversity of ma-
jors and difference in school stand-
ings on the team.
“Everyone puts in their own effort 
individually, we motivate each other,” 
said Jose Pina, freshman civil engi-
neering major and runner. “There 
was something I could learn from 
everyone because everyone came 
from a different background and had 
a different major.”
Additionally, five student athletes 
from both the men’s and women’s 
cross country teams were individu-
ally named Academic All-Mountain 
West for the fall semester, which is 
more than half for the men’s team. 
This list includes Huff and Pina. The 
others are Ben Branagh, Jannik Ernst 
and Raul Rodarte. 
To be named, students must have 
maintained a 3.0 GPA for at least one 
semester and made significant con-
tributions to their team, according to 
Mountain West’s press release.
“From a coaching standpoint, it’s 
nice because high academics and 
a high level of athletics goes hand 
in hand. They’re out there trying 
to work on their GPAs and they’re 
trying to getting to bed at a decent 
hour,” Wick said. “It makes it sweeter 
too, because the guys continuing to 
improve each year in both athletics 
and academics is a good feeling.”
SJSU cross country 
runs up the score
By Imran Najam
Staff writer
Follow Imran on Twitter 
@llamaeats
MENʼS CROSS COUNTRY
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SHANE
TIMMONS
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
  Sophomore Shane Timmons sees most of his time at first base, but can play 
multiple positions in the infield and outfield. He has been tearing the cover off the 
ball throughout the last five games he’s played in. In a three-game weekend series 
against University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Timmons shined for the Spartans in the 
up-and-down stretch of games for the team. Timmons had six hits in 12 at-bats, 
with three runs batted in. He also cranked a homerun in game one of the series, 
managing to make it around the diamond twice (scoring two runs) while also 
maintaining his 100 percent fielding percentage over the course of the season. In a 
game against the nationally ranked University of Michigan Wolverines, Timmons 
delivered a clutch with bases clearing triple. It was that play that got the Spartans 
right back in the game, though they eventually lost by just one run. The 5-foot-
11, 225 pound slugger leads the team with a .420 batting average, 21 hits, 13 runs 
batted in, and is tied for the team lead in homeruns with two.
